Treatment of hepatic metastases in ocular melanoma. Embolization of the hepatic artery with polyvinyl sponge and cisplatin.
Patients with ocular melanoma have a high incidence of hepatic metastases, which primarily determine their length of survival. In an attempt to control the neoplastic disease in the liver, embolization of the hepatic artery with a combination of polyvinyl sponge (Ivalon) and a suspension of cisplatin was performed in two patients with hepatic metastases from ocular melanoma. Dramatic regression of the hepatic metastases, lasting 19 and six months, occurred in these two patients after one or two such treatments. Our preliminary, albeit successful, experience with this therapeutic approach suggests that it may offer relatively prolonged periods of remission and warrants further investigation.